Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 120 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.033; wR factor = 0.093; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.5. 
The title compound, C 10 H 10 O 4 , crystallizes with the wellknown carboxylic acid dimer-forming R 2 2 (8) hydrogen-bond motif. Chains approximately parallel to (112) are then built through C(methylene,phenyl)-HÁ Á ÁO(carbonyl) interactions [C(6) and C(8) motifs] with one (methyl)C-HÁ Á Á interaction providing interplanar binding. The weakness of the latter interaction is consistent with the difficulty experienced in obtaining suitable single crystals.
Related literature
For details of the synthesis, see: Gorter-Laroij & Kooyman (1972) . For related structures, see Kan et al. (2012) ; Liu et al. (2002) ; Valentine et al. (1992) . For hydrogen-bonding motifs, see: Bernstein et al. (1995) . For a description of the Cambridge Structural Database (CSD), see: Allen (2002) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Cg1 is the centroid of the C1-C6 phenyl ring. 
Data collection: CrysAlis PRO (Oxford Diffraction, 2007 ); cell refinement: CrysAlis PRO; data reduction: CrysAlis PRO; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP in WinGX (Farrugia, 2012) and Mercury (Macrae et al., 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97 and PLATON (Spek, 2009 The title compound was synthesized during our studies on substituted benzoyl protecting groups that could be selectively cleaved in the presence of other benzoate esters. We believe the structure has not been reported previously because of difficulties, which we experienced, in obtaining suitable non-twinned single crystals and the tendency of the title compound to cyclize with formation of phthalide. The compound crystallizes with one independent C 10 H 10 O 4 molecule in the asymmetric unit ( Fig. 1 ). Only two closely related structures with similar carboxylic acid hydrogen bonding links [R 2 2 (8) (Bernstein et al.,1995) ] were found in the CSD (Allen, 2002) : JOWTIY (Valentine et al., 1992) and UHELOI (Liu et al., 2002) . The rather short intermolecular H2···O1 contact distance [1.667 (15) Å] (Table 1) is replicated in these two reports as 1.752 & 1.569 Å, respectively. A series of metal complexes containing the acetoxymethyl-moiety have been reported by Kan et al. (2012) .
The crystal packing (Table 1) 
The synthesis of the title compound has been reported previously by Gorter-Laroij & Kooyman (1972) . Crystals for analysis were obtained by dissolving the title compound in a minimal amount of ethyl acetate, followed by addition of petroleum ether 60-80.
Refinement
Eight outlier reflections, identified by large delta/sigma ratio (>4.8), were OMITted from the dataset (four were omitted on the basis of inconsistent equivalents). All methyl H atoms were constrained to an ideal geometry (C-H = 0.98 Å) with U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C), but were allowed to rotate freely about the adjacent C-C bond. All other C bound H atoms were placed in geometrically idealized positions and constrained to ride on their parent atoms with C-H distances of 1.00 (primary), 0.99 (methylene) or 0.95 (phenyl) Å and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). The hydroxyl hydrogen on O2 was refined with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (O2)
Computing details
Data collection: CrysAlis PRO (Oxford Diffraction, 2007 ); cell refinement: CrysAlis PRO (Oxford Diffraction, 2007) ; data reduction: CrysAlis PRO (Oxford Diffraction, 2007); program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP in WinGX (Farrugia, 2012) and Mercury (Macrae et al., 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) and PLATON (Spek, 2009) . ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
2-(Acetoxymethyl)benzoic acid

Crystal data
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (
